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Progress in Plans for Lund. 


| My mail these days would be of great interest to a stamp 

Sal collector. I am not a philately fan. Looking over the envelopes 

E I see stamps from China, Yougoslavia, Italy, France, Poland, Den- 

J mark, Poland, Germany, Sweden, Finland, India, Australia, Holland, 

Ñ Canada, Brazil, and, of course, the United States of America. Most 
of these envelopes contained answers to my Questionnaire. ` Every- 


where there is interest in the next assembly of the Lutheran World 
Federation in Lund. 


J A general committee for Sweden was appointed by the Executive 
Committee at Uppsala in July. ` It is’ composed of Archbishop Eidem, 
Bishop Rodhe, Dean Newman, and the Executive: Secretary, Dr. S.C. 


Michelfelder. 
es A local committee in Lund was announced in the last Bulletin. 
ie We were in error in the announcement. when’ we included the name of 


Dean Newman. - He sent the telegram and. we inadvertantly included . 
his name in the announcement. 


Archbishop Eidem has now officially approved the names pro- 
posed for the American Commission. whith will prepare the study on 
‘Part If. of the Program:. "The Lutheran Church Performing her Task in 
a Devastated World.” This Commission’ is constituted as follows: - 


Evangelism and Stewardship 


S.E.. Engstrom (Chairman), 415 Harvard Street S.W., 
Minneapolis 14, Minn. 

Clarence C. Stoughton, c/o National Lutheran Council,’ 
231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N.Y. 


Henry F. Schuh, 57 East Main Street, 
Columbus’ 15, Ohio. : 


-Foreign Missions 


Abdel Ross Wentz (Chairman), Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Gettysburg, Pa. t j 


R. A. Syrdal, 1415 Grantham Strest, 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 


J.M.P. Winther, c/o National Lutheran Council, 
231 Mađison Avenue, New York 16, N.Y. 


Bere 


Eleemosynary Institutions and Inner Missions 

William G. Sodt (Chairman), 2106, Kilbourn Avenue, 
Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin. 

Sister Anna Ebert, 2100 South College Avenue, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


C, E. Krumbholz, National Lutheran Council, 
231, Madison Avenue, New York 16, N.Y. 


Reconstruction 
Ralph H. Long (Chairman), National Lutheran Council, 
231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N.Y. 
Franklin Glark Fry, National Lutheran Council, 
231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N.Y. e | 


J. A. Aasgaard, 408 Fifth Avenue South, 
Minneapolis 15, Minn. 


As this Bulletin goes to press we do not know the personnel 
of the other two Commissions, but we know that in the Scandinavio3 
countries, under Dr. Nygren, and in Germany under Dr. Lilje, these 
Commissions are at work. 


Delegations have already been selected in some places. We 
have the names of the following who have already been elected or 
appointed: - 


Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., 231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N.Y. 

Mr. Henry Beisler, 233 Cortlandt St., Belleville 9, N.J. 

i Clarence C. Stoughton, LL.D., 231 Madison Avenue, New York 16,N.Y. 

Abdel Ross Wentz, D.D., Gettysburg Theological Seminary, e 
Gettysburg, Pa. : 

N. Willison, D.D., Lutheran College, Saskatoon, Sask., Canada. 

Dr. Em. Poppen, American Lutheran Church, 57 E. Main Street, 
Columbus 15, Ohio. 

Dr. Rex Schneider, Luther College, Regina, Sask., Canada. 

Rev. Marcus Rieke, American Lutheran Church, 57 E. Main Street, 
Columbus 15, Ohio. 


i Dr. J. Bodensieck, U.S. Protestant Liaison Representative, 
E.R.A., I-A-& C., OMGUS, Berlin. 


Mrs. J. Bodensieck, Lutheran-YMCA worker with Displaced Per- 
sons, Germany. 

Mr. H. H. Ochs, Wolff & Marx Co., San Antonio 6, Texas. 

Dr. H. F. Schuh, American Lutheran Church, 57 East Main St., 
Columbus 15, Ohio. 
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Dr. Wm. G. Sodt, 2106 W. Kilbourn Avenue, 
Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin. a 7 


Dr. Max v. Bonsdorff, Borga, Finland: 


Oscar A. Benson, D.D., Ph.D,, 1207 Garland Bldg., 
58, E. Washington Ave., 2 - Chicago, Ill. 


Conrad Bergendoff, Ph.D., LL.D., Th.D., Augustana. College and 
Theological Seminary, Rock Island, Ill. 

SENN e Bergstrand, B.D., 2445 Park Avenue, Minneapolis 4, 
Rev. Clifford A. Nelson, A 
St. Paul 5, Minn. 

Rev. Peng Fuh, D.D., butheran “Home, Hankow,” ‘Hupeh;- Ching: 

Mr. Chen Kai-yuan, B.A., 425 South 4th Street, 

Minneapolis, Minn. lc/o Mission Office). 

‘ Dr. Daniel Nelson, Ph. D., 218 Yuen Ming Yuen, Shanghai, China. 
-Pastor Philippe Poincenot, 18 rue Viette, Montbéliarā: (Doubs), 
France. 

_ Monsieur Charles Delbruck, "Les craviers" 

= = (Doubs), France. 


k ` Plans are now in process for a meeting of the General Com- 
mittee of Sweden and the local committee in Lund early in January. | 
A detailed program for the seven days from 30th June to 6th July is 
now almost penay, - oe pay, be announced in the next Bulletin. 


Mss D. Ds 1928 Goodrich br ean 
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Glossary of Abbreviations ° : 


: t 
$: fi 
: f 
: L.W.F. = Lutheran Wora Federation : 
3 L.W.F.A.S» = " American Section she 
He N.L.C. = bites kaheran Council : 
: L.W.R. = Lutheran World Relief : 
: L.W. A. = Lutheran World Action : 
k W.C.C. = World Council of Churches š 
: C.W.S. = Church World Service ` H 
: E.ReCe = Ecumenical Refugee Commission 

3 CRALOG = Council of Relief Agencies Licensed for 

3 Operation in Germany. 

t D.P. =. Displaced Person 

Hy 


ZOMFOOLERY ? 


Kanzlei der Evangelischen Kirche in Deutschland, 
published by Pressestelle der Kirchenkanzlei, 
Schwibisch-Gmiind, Kénigsturmstr. 26. The title of 


\ (An Excerpt from No. 7 of the Schriftendienst der 
N this pamphlet is : "Antwort an Karl Barth.) 


Since Germany's collapse Karl Barth has made his reappearance 
in Germany's church life. He has addressed us Germans several times, 
particularly us Christians in Germany. We have listened to what he 
had to say to us, as was proper; and now, after eighteen months have 
passed, we wish to reply to him. 


£ Karl Barth is one of the greatest systematic theologians of @ 
k modern times, perhaps the greatest. His influence upon German 
church life is very deep. Particularly the Confessing Church owes 
him a large debt of gratitude although it would be quite incorrect 
ra identify the Barthians with the theologians of the Confessing 
urch, 


i 

es All through the war Karl Barth has made an effort to preserve | 

I his friendship for Germany while rejecting Nazi-ism with his whole il 

i soul, It certainly cannot have been easy for him to remain our ; 

Hi friend. Some of his utterances indicate how deeply his countrymen i 

f despised and hated us. He himself, at times at least, uses ex- 

ly pressions which cut off all further conversation; for instance, 

$ when he declares that we who worried over Martin Niemöller and prayed 

[ for him for eight years, would wish that he had never left Dachau 

f alive because we would rather decorate his grave than listen to his 

| words. Statements like this make it difficult for us to listen to 
him. Nevertheless, we shall face Karl Barth's criticism and reply 


to.it. ® 


4 Karl Barth's criticism of the Christians in Germany amounts to 

FS this: We have not resisted sufficiently; on the contrary, we were 

k engaged in non-essentials, in “allotria", in tomfoolery. More 
specifically: we talked too much about Satan; we devoted too much 
energy to our prayer-life, and we placed too much confidence in the 2 
Sacraments. 


(1) 
Karl Barth's first criticism is that we talk too much about 
demons. 


Now it is a plain, undeniable, sober fact that many influen- 
tial leaders in the Church of Germany today assume that Satan goes i) 
about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. We regard as i 
negligible relics of a closed era those politicians and theologians | 
who think that demons pertain to some obscure period of time long 
past. We believe that such politicians and theologians ignore the 
hard facts of life and that, sitting in their well furnished studies 
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and overstuffed easy chairs, they create for themselves a world that 
does not exist. We are realistic. We believe that Karl Barth has 
succumbed to the danger of seeing only’ part of life; he thinks that 
the world is much less wicked than tt actually is. ` But the world is 
: ‘not nearly as translucent as Karl. Barth thinks it would be if only 
we used our reason. It seems preposterous that anyone who listens 

to the disclosures connected with the Nuremberg trials, or to reports 
: eoncerning the conduct of our soldiers in occupied countries, or to 

` the tragic stories of the refugees --' that, after listening to these 
< tales of anguish and sin and woe, anyone would say to us: You talk 

i too much of Satan and demons ! 


; Karl Barth's view of history is unacceptable to us. He knows 
à too little of the terrifying chains with which all living beings are 
®@ ` enslaved. He speaks as a "neutral", as one who is not entangled, to 
` us who are engulfed in guilt and sin. Compare his utterances with 
those of the Bishop of Chichester, and note the difference } In- 
deed, Karl Barth wants to keep us from looking at the guilt of others 
` while we confess our own; he wants to preserve. our repentance un- 
= gullied. But because he speaks about the world as being much better 
5 than it is, he‘accomplishes the opposite. The New Testament does 
not whitewash the Jew while. preaching repentance to the Gentile. 


This is the reason why Karl Barth's political message failed 
to reach the ears of his many friends in Germany. His views belong 
3> to a world that is unreal -- at least so far as Germany is concerned. 


Here lies the reason why Karl Barth and we talk past each 
other when we discuss the guilt problem. The guilt of which we 
_ speak and from which we suffer does not exist at all in Karl Barth's 
‘ logical and translucent universe. The guilt we have in mind is re~ 
vealed to us by the Holy Spirit of God; Karl Barth thinks of matters 
E . that may be recorded by police judges and adjudicated by human law- 
i © courts. ` Formerly he taught quite otherwise, and thus Barth the 
politician has become a great hindrance to re-establishing fellowship 
with Barth the theologian. 


3 Karl Barth's-over-simplification affects also his church- i 
>i > political views and purposes and his attitude toward some of the K 
> leaders of ‘the German Church, particularly the bishops. It has led * 
him to make assertions which could be ascribed only to one who in- 
tentionally creates chasms that can never be bridged again; but who 
would ascribe such motives to a man that confesses the Third Article 


(2) 


One of Karl Barth's outstanding merits is the distinction be- 
.tween the Word and words. It is the distinction between Reforma- 
tion and Humanism. We all grew up in the atmosphere of humanism; 
but we have learned that words do not make the Word, and that our 
duty is to speak the Word and to work with the World. We know fron 
the experience of the past twelve evil years how difficult it is to 
find the right Word. Words we had, many of them; but so often we 
lacked the one Word that alone could bring help. Hundreds of times 
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we knew exactly what was to bê done, but we did not find the Word 
that convinced our friends and neighbours. We groaned and fumbled 
in our quest for that one Word@, but in vain. 


When the church struggle commenced, many of us spoke words, 
many words, sometimes seven times a week, before vast throngs. 
Suddenly we were catapulted into the limelight. Yesterday's words 
were printed in tomorrow's.London Times. Few men can stand such a 
measure of publicity. But there were few, very few, who spoke a 
pastoral word to us pastors. Even the Confessing Church did not 
have the strength to create a ministry designed to meet this deep 
pastoral need. Some of the bishops actually did supply it ! 


There followed the days of our great tribulation, intimida- 
tion, incarceration, suppression. It seemed that the night was o 
coming when no man can work. In this situation -- according to the 
unqualified testimony of hundreds of brethren -- we could do only 
one thing: pray. We did so even at the risk of incurring un- 
justified criticism. But one thing we know: preaching without | 
prayer is nothing but an empty recital of words. And we confess 
that the church life in which we grew up, shamefully, wickedly ne- 
glected prayer. Whoever thinks that this is a negligible in- 
sight, has not even begun to gain it. 


A considerable amount of work has been done in the way of 
providing suitable helps for the prayer-life. Attention has been i 
paid both to public services and: home devotions. We learned as we | 
went along, sometimes under most distressing circumstances. It 
was the only road for us to go. 


Now, after the collapse, what advice has Karl Barth to give j 
us ? He uses all his influence to move us to leave the road we 4 
have begun to travel. He tells us that we must stop tomfoolery ; 
and tackle essentials; in plain words: stop praying and learn to e@ 
practice democracy. 


One excuse for Karl Barth may be adduced: his origin and 
background keep him from viewing "liturgical" problems as vitally 
significant. But was it right for Barth to dispose of our efforts i 
along the line of prayer as merely liturgical hobbies ? Are our j 
efforts at introducing the youth of the Church into the Bible | 
really tomfoolery ? 4 


Above all, Barth, in line with the theology he taught us in 
the past, should have had some appreciation for our wish to learn i 
to pray. Prayer is inseparably connected with reformatory theo- 4 
logy and with the biblical message. Without prayer both are lan- 
guid and insipid. But where is the place of prayer in Karl 
Barth's theology ? Is it asking too much of him to give us a 
plain- answer ? We'on our part see no reason to leave the path of 
prayer, and those of us who did so because of his contempt have 
every reason to repent. 


The theological place for the discussion of prayer is 
faith. A discussion of faith that disregards prayer is neither 
biblically correct nor true to Luther. Faith accepts the work of 
Christ in lieu of our work that does not exist. Faith accepts 
the work of Christ by saying something. The whole procedure is 
falsified if it is merely a matter of thinking and not of saying 
something. ` The Word creates faith; the Word alone. But, faith 
comes into being when God's Word to me becomes my word to Hin, 
That is prayer. Faith is the right word addressed.by me to God. 
The question is: How may I speak.to God ? Where we shift the 
‘emphasis and ask: How shall I.think of God, we produce "theolog- 
ical wrapping paper" -- rubbish. z 


This is precisely the problem that confronts us-in liturgics. 
Formerly regarded as non-essential, the question of the congrega- 
tion's participation in the: common service looms up as one of the 
zeen significant problems... We are past- the point where the, ser- 
mon alone is. viewed as important and all other portions of the 
service as ornamentation. The individual pastor must be. trained 
with a view to the prayer life. The fellowship of brethren must 
consist in more than theological debate; it must rise to prayer 
fellowship. Our public services need ‘to be revised, thoroughly 


, revised. The instruction of our children’ needs to: be revised; 
.it is our duty to help them in-their private prayer life. These 


are not the functions of specialists but every pastor.must be 
trained to offer such help. Reformatory theology is: theology of 


prayer, and insight into: biblical truth is: found only.-by men of 
© prayer. ; £ ; n 5 


‘ This, in turn, is of fundamental importance when we consider 
church polity. : Certainly our task’ is not simply to substitute 


-new rules and regulations: and constitutions for old: ones. Some 
recent proposals are tainted with this fatal error. No, the 


Church doés not come into being through human agencies, contracts, 


“agreements. The Church is the one body that is united through 


the Word and the holy Sacraments and kept alive by prayer. The 
Church will be renewed, not by constitutions but by the Word. 


“(395 - 


The new love for the sacrament of Communion found in. the 
Church of Germany today is closely connected with all this... Karl 
Barth is afraid of this love; he declares: the Germans have the 
tendency to escape from their responsibilities into a world of 
semi-obscurity. 


The facts are these: in the last few years before the col- 


‘lapse there was a steady increase in Communion attendance, par- 


ticularly in the destroyed churches and in the army; simultaneous- 
ly but independently, our theologians, our theologians discovered 
that Communion plays a much larger role in the New Testament than 
had been commonly supposed, and that many current opinions about 
Communion need to be revised. Is it right for us to classify 
these facts as mere accidents and-to pass on to more important mat- 
ters ? Can that be the attitude of the Confessing Church ? 


ete 


Never ! The Sacrament certainly is more essential than any 
question of church government. Pr 


But Karl Barth does not say to us: Here is something 
which you must pursue; all other things will be added unto you 
if only you carry out this Christ-given task ! Instead he warns 
us against following this line of thought; his advice to us is 
quite contrary to what he told us in 1933. 


Perhaps there is a grain of truth in Karl Barth's statement 
that our love for the Sacrament is in part due to a desire to es- 
cape from reality. I for my part admit that my own words concern- 
ing the reality of this present world are insipid and meaningless. 
But I must say that Barth's words are still farther removed from 
reality. He ignores whole portions of reality. My flight to 
the Sacrament flows from my desire to come to grips with reality. 
Theireality I find is the Cross, and the Christ nailed to this 
Cross; this is reality, reality also for vanquished, suffering 
Germany, for the refugees, for hungry children, for prisoners of 
war. The Cross and the Christ nailed to the Cross is the res- 
ponse of God to reality. My road does not proceed from reality 
to the Crone nen from the Cross to reality. 


We have confessed our guilt. Over a year we have preached 
about our guilt. But we have failed to reach many millions of 
hearts among our countrymen. God alone knows whether our people 
have thereby increased their guilt still more. But we preachers 
must ask ourselves whether our proclamation has brought our people 
to the Cross, face to face with God, or whether we have merely 
attempted to prove that they bear guilt. If we had continued on 
the road of the'Sacrament then we would have called the people to 
the Cross and its Christ; we would have had the divine healing 
balm for the wounds of guilt and shame; we would have made it 
plain that we speak of guilt in order to-bring men to the one and 
only salvation. Perhaps it is not too late to return to this 
road; but we will not return. to it if we follow Karl Barth's 
advice. 


We respect Karl Barth, the theologian, and his work. We 
shall continue to read and study his Dogmatics. But what. Karl 
Barth the politician says to us is not. binding. ‘When he attempts 
to foist his political ideals upon us.in the name of Christ, we 
will have to reject them if we are faithful to Barmen. 


After many years we have been called to unity and co- 
operation in 1945. Karl Barth's interference threatens to des- 
troy this unity. If we are to be united in the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, we will have to travel a road different from 
Karl Barth's. 3 


We find ourselves in a world of sorrow and anguish and 
guilt. We can hope to understand the reality of it all only at 
the foot of the Cross. Karl Barth did not help us here. 


ene 


- >, When brethren are not in agreement concerning the way they 
are to travel, they present their views in orderly fashion in the 
councils of the Church.’ Matthew 18 still stands. We have no - 
church leaders who from their own initiative prescribe the course 

, we are to follow. 


(Translated and condensed for News Bulletin by 
Dr. J. Bodensieck. ) f 


News about: the German Church, 


` Dr. Julius Bodensieck, U.S. Protestant Liaison Represent- 
‘ative in Germany,: has just advised us that he is planning a news 
bulletin service from his office in Berlin. In order to get this 
news to our Correspondents as quickly as possible, we are suggest- 
ing that this’service include one correspondent in each of the 
countries where the Lutheran Church has representation. Dr. Bo- 
densieck has a year's leave of absence from Wartburg Theological 
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, where he is President. 


Paris Inducts Bishop Wheatcroft.. 


On Sunday, November 10th, “r. Poincenot, the Bishop of 
Montbéliard, installed in his duties in the Church of the Redemp- 
tion Pastor F.H.P. Wheatcroft, who was named last May Ecclesias- 
tical Inspector of Paris. 


Bishop Frank Wheatcroft was born on July 8th, 1885, at 
Orléans, where his father was pastor of the Reformed Church of 
France. After intensive studies at Montauban and a short time as 
pastor at Jeancourt (Aisne), his’ deep convictions, his piety and 
liturgical tastes led him toward the Lutheran Evangelical Church, 
and in 1912 he took charge of the parish of Saint-Denis. His 
ministry in this town was interrupted too soon by the war but 
deeply impressed this community. ia : : 3 JEN 

After having participated during the entire campaign of 
1914-18 in the Light Infantry battalion of Col.. Driant, where he 
was decorated with the Croix de Guerre, Pastor Wheatcroft was 
called to the direction of the new Lutheran parish recently- founđed 
at Nice. At Nice he succeeded in organizing the parish with the E 
help of the National Lutheran Council, and left to his successor, 
the deceased M. Ramette, a community full of life and faith. In 
1927 he was called to the Church of the Redemption at Paris, where 
he had as colleague and friend Pastor Edouard Soulier, Member of 
_ the French Parliament. Ten years later he was the only pastor of 

‘this immense parish and at-the same time was-a member of the 
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"Conseil de la Fédération Protestante de France", Secretary-Gen- 


-eral of Home Missions, President of the Directing Committee of the 


Work of Deaconesses and of the Surgical Clinic of La Montagne at 
Courbevoie. We also wish to mention with special gratitude the 
work accomplished by Pastor Wheatcroft in the oecumenical field and 
in that of the relations of our Church of France with inter- 
national Lutheranism. $ 


All who have had the privilege of coming in contact with 
Pastor Wheatecroft have been impressed with the broadness of his 
views and the conviction of his Christian and Lutheran faith, and 
at the same time with the thoroughness of his parish work and the 
ardor of his evangelistic spirit. He says, as Luther said in one 
of his first sermons, that "we should not go alone to Heaven, but 
endeavour to lead our brothers there", but he also says, as the 
same reformer said, that "one cannot take men by the hair to snatch 
them from evil but must wait for God and let His Word act". Be- 
cause Pastor Wusatcroft believes in the almighty action of God in 
this world through the Church, the Word, and the Sacraments, he 
can dispense with reforms and severe innovations and firmly lead 
souls toward evangelical spirituality: 


We expect this same firmness of him when he becomes Pastor 
of Pastors, Bishop of our parishes in Paris. In these times when 
the end is near, the function of Inspector cannot remain an ad- 
ministrative function; it becomes more than ever a super-human 
ministry. 


(From "Fraternité évangélique"~ Paris.) 


Nows Items from Far and Wide. 


Hankow, China. - Plans to establish a Lutheran College in China 
were forwarded to the headquarters of the L.W.F.A.S. Dr. Daniel 
Nelson, American representative of L.W.F.A.S. in China, was elected 
chairman of the college committee created by the Lutheran Church 

of China at its general assembly in October. 


Geneva. - Dr. Paul Empie, campaign director for L.W.A. for the 
L.W.F-A.S., came to Europe on the maiden voyage of the new U.S. 
Line §.S.America, and travelled to Geneva via Paris. Dr. Empie, 
after a week in Geneva, went to Czechoslovakia and Poland, and 
will return to Geneva before Christmas. He hopes to visit Ger- 
many and Austria also. He returns to America on January 12th by 
air, in time for the Annual Meeting of the N.L.C. 


ee * 


The L.W.F.A.S. is placing two full-time workers in Germany 
for spiritual ministration to D.P.'s. They are the Rev. C.F- 
Schaffnit, recently representative of L.W-R. in CRALOG and former 
Superintendent of Lutheran welfare in Detroit, Michigan; and 


uate 


Mrs. Julius Bodensieck of Dubuque, Iowa. Both will begin their 
work shortly after the middle of December. They will serve under 
the auspices of the World's Committee of the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. 
They will be the first of a team to serve in this capacity. Other 
denominations, C.W.S., and the E.R.C. will send workers also. 


* k * 


A Lutheran theologian, Dr. Theodore Bachman, of Maywood Lu- 
theran Seminary, has been appointed by C.W.S. to be a representative 
of the Reconstruction Department of the W.C.C. for Germany. He came 
to Geneva in November and will go to Germany as soon as military per- 
mits are secured. He will very likely establish his headquarters 
in Frankfort, and will act as liaison between the W.C.C. and the Ger- 
man Protestant Church and Reconstruction Committee. 


-© New York. - $500,000.00 have been set aside by Lutherans in America 
for a child feeding program for Europe. A supplementary meal a day 
will be furnished for 3 months for children in Germany, Finland, Po- 
land, Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. All these supplementary 
meals will be given through the Lutheran Church agencies of those 
countries. 


Lutherans of Canada are assuming~$100,000,00 of a child feed- 
ing program which will all go to cities in the British occupation 
eee: of Germany. This is in addition to the $500,000.00 mentioned 
above. 


Munich. - Two Lutheran Leaders Die in Automobile Crash. ~ Oberkirchen- 
rat Wilhelm Bogner and Kirchenrat Christian Stoll, two of the most 

E able and prominent members of Bishop Meiser's staff in the Kirchenrat 
"i of Bavaria, met sudden death in an automobile accident during a heavy 
fog on 6th December, on the Autobahn near Mannheim. Drs. Bogner and 
Stoll were returning from a church meeting at Karlsruhe when the ac- 
cident occurred. The funeral service for Dr. Bogner was held in the 
beautiful old historic St. Anna Church of Augsburg in which he served 
for many years. (This is the famous church in which Martin Luther 
preached). Bishop Meiser preached the sermon; the Rev. C.F, Schaff- 
nit, Lutheran pastor now serving Displaced Persons, spoke for 

Dr. S.C.Michelfelder, Executive Secretary of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration and brought the sympathy of world Lutheranism. 


Copenhagen. - The Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs will introduce 
a bill in Parliament in order to allow women to hold office in the 
Church. The request has come from a "Free Church", 


*** 


Danish Seamen's Missions have been an important part of Evan- 
gelism for more than 50 years. The work has suffered much during 
the war. An extension of the work is planned. A Danish chaplain 
will be sent to New York and another to Danzig- In Hull, England, 
where the Danish church was bombed, it is planned to erect a wooden 
church purchased in Finland. Several Danish churches in England 
are to be repaired. (From "Danish Church Press and Information 
Service."). 
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Australia. - "Our hearts go out to our brethren of the faith who 
for years now have not known such temporal blessings as we have in 
such abundance, With our hands tied, we could but implore Him Who 
fed the hungry multitudes, that He might speedily open the doors so 
that we might share our plenty with them. Thanks be to God, we 
are now permitted to send non-perishable food parcels up to 11 lbs. 
to people in former enemy countries. Lutheran World Relief has 
been supported to the extent of £10,000. Clothing also has been 
gathered and sent. 


"The News Bulletin was enthusiastically received at our Pas- 
tors' Conference. We spent the greater part of an evening dis- 
cussing its news." (From a letter from the Rev. L. H. Leske.) 


* ko 


Australian Lutherans comment on prospects and problems of 
Immigration. - This, if press reports are a reliable guide to cur- 
rent discussions, is a very live topic among many European peoples. 
Displaced and ousted from house and home, they look across the seas 
for new homes and opportunities. It is but natural that Australia, 
with its vast open spaces and abundant opportunities, should attract 
their attention. Besides, our Governments have said and are saying 
a great deal about the desirability of further immigration. The 
need for a greater population is felt, but how and when such a policy 
can be implemented is still not known. So much is certain, it will 
not take place until homes have been provided for our returned Ser- 
vice personnel. Thus judged, in the light of the present housing 
shortage, a good many years will pass before any large-scale immi- 
gration can take place. 


From a Church and a Lutheran point of view we also feel the 
need of such a policy as we realise that God has not reseryed this 
vast Continent for so few. However, our experiences from previous 
influxes of migrants from Lutheran countries have, from a church 
angle, not been the best. Very few linked up with the Church out 
here and thus remained true to their faith. The reasons for this 
are many and if~in listing a few of them this article can in some 
way stimulate thought and action on the matter, much in future may 
be saved that otherwise will be lost to the Church, here and in other 
countries that have made the same sad experience. 


Probably the first and foremost reason that applies to the 
immigrations that took place in the 1920's and up to the war, is 
that the immigrants were not very church-minded. This situation is 
aggravated by the fact that we are a minority church and of a pre- 
dominantly rural character. Immigrants saw it to their advantage 
from a business point of view to link up with other denominations, 
especially as they usually married into other Protestant circles. 
Besides, if they must attend English services, why bother about the 
Lutheran Church ! In other words the language question played a 
big part. Then, coming from countries in which the Lutheran Church 
is a State Church, they did not understand our democratic set up. 
Here taxes are not paid to the Government for the upkeep of the 
church; instead, our Church is maintained entirely by a system of 
freewill offering. This means that for the upkeep of the clergy 
a regular annual contribution is made by the individual communicant 
member into the congregational treasury. The usual amount expected 
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by mutual consent is small enough, seldom more than thirty shillings 
per year. But, because the immigrants are not used to such a cus- 
tom, they find it repulsive, as also the Sunday offerings for con- 
gregational and synodical purposes. Therefore they go with the 
next-door neighbour to the church just down the street. 


Thus, because of these things, in the main Australia has in 
the past twenty-five years become the grave-yard, - as it were, ~- 
for many a Lutheran who set out here to make his home and fortune. 


Hence in the light of future immigration, it would be bene- 
ficial to the whole of the Lutheran Church if something constructive 
could be done to remedy this situation and help in arresting the 
drift away from the Church. A scheme whereby intending immigrants 
are instructed in the ways of the Church in the country to which 
they intend to emigrate should be of service. Then, might it not 
be possible to set up a system of international letters of trans- 
fer, such as we use here when a member moves from one parish to 
another ? Above all, let it be impressed upon all that the Luther- 
an Confessions ring as clear and true in English as in any other 
language. God does not look at the language but at the heart. 


Sweden. - 8,500,000 crowns have been raised by Christian relief 
organizations in Sweden for reconstruction work in Europe, accord- 
ing to the "Svenska Morgonbladet" for 3rd December 1946. This sum 
went through channels of the cantral organizations of the State 
Church and other denominations in Sweden. The millions of crowns 
sent direct from parishes or individuals to the large government 
funds such as "Europahjdlp" and "Swedish Help to Norway", or given 
for social welfare work outside Europe, are not included in this 
amount. "Till Bréders Hjälp", the Swedish Church collection, has 
raised over 3 million crowns in the past two years. Most of this 
has now been spent on reconstruction gifts to Finland, Holland, 
Norway, France, Germany, Poland, Hungary, and Austria, as well as 
to the Reconstruction Department of the World Council of Churches. 


Budapest. - The "Deak Ter" Lutheran Church of Budapest was ruined 

by fire in the war. Today the church has a bright coat of paint 

and a new roof protects it from the elements. The members put 

this church ahead of their own personal needs, even in a time when 
their own personal fortunes were vanishing. Their money was worth- 
less. A contractor, however, agreed to repair the church if he were 
paid in gold. An announcement was made by the pastor. The mem- 
bers responded by bringing their gold, which was melted down, and 
with this they paid the contractor. Many gave liberally though 
their own homes were still in ruins. 


Brussels. - There is no longer any Lutheran Church in Belgium. A 
letter from the "Synode de 1'Union des Eglises Evangéliques Protes- 
tantes" in that country informs us that Protestants of the Lutheran 
faith never had any special form of organization in Belgiun. Be- 
fore the 1914 war, German-language churches, having fairly close 
ties with the congregations in Germany, were to be found in Brussels 


and Antwerp (there were two such churches in the latter city). 
There were also groups of Lutheran origin at -Seraing and Verviers, 
At that time these religious communities were affiliated with the 
Union of Protestant Evangelical Churches of Belgium, the majority 
of whose congregations are of Calvinist origin. There was, in 
fact, at that period a fraternal union of the two confessions. 
After the 1914 war, the German-speaking communities disappeared. 

A few years later two small groups were reconstituted in Brussels 
and Antwerp. This time they were strictly Lutheran and complete- 
ly independent of the other Belgian churches. A single pastor, 
directly responsible to the German religious institutions, served 
the two parishes. During the recent war, taking advantage of the 
circumstances, which appeared to be opportune, these two churches 
asked to be recognized by the State, independently of the Belgian 
Evangelical Synod. The Ministry of Justice. had to yield, for 
Belgin:. was under German occupation. The two churches were thus 
accepted. After the liberation, the Belgian government passed a 
general law revoking all the previous decrees, among them that 
granting recognition to the German churches in Belgium. Conse- 
quently, these German parishes were no longer recognized by the 
state and the few persons who had adhered to this group have re- 
turned to their own country. As the result, there is no longer 
any Lutheran church in Belgium, 


Copenhagen. - Word has just been received of the death’ of 

Mrs. Alfred Jørgensen, in Copenhagen. Dr. Jørgensen, à member 
of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation, has 
been active in the work of the L.W.F. since its beginning. The 
Executive Secretary of the L.W.F. has sent a letter of condolence 
to the bereaved family. 5 ~ 


